ASHR respondents, who had been classified as heterosexual, were asked questions about their 'regular partner(s)' including how long ago they first had sex with them, i.e. when the partnership started. In the case of respondents with multiple regular partners, questions were asked about two regular partners. Respondents were also asked about their last 3 partners, i.e., the people with whom they most recently had sex, including a similar question as to when the partnership started. If any of these last 3 partners is one of the regular partners, no separate answers were recorded, and the regular-partner answers were used.

